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breeze was delightful; we examined the fountain-head in all its
bearings, then bathed, swam, wrestled, drank coffee, chatted,
dined, smoked, slept, and bathed again. All went merry as a
marriage-bell till we discovered that, by one of the omissions
inseparable from a pic-nic, no coffee-cups had been brought, a
circumstance which had remained unnoticed till the coffee itself
was ready, and nothing remained for us but to drink it out of
the sooty coffee-pot wherein it had been prepared. Luckily
one of the party, cleverer than the rest, rode over at a venture
to a neighbouring village, whence he soon returned with a
donkey-load of cups. Trivial circumstances these : I recount
them merely by way of counteipoise to the many stilted and
padded descriptions of Eastern life, and of Arab in particular.
Meanwhile the 'Asr came on; by common consent prayers were
supposed to have been said, and we remounted our side-saddles
and galloped homewards; some of our companions got thrown
on the way, others stopped to pick them up; at last we all ar-
rived safe at Hofhoof, rather late and tired, but in high spirits,
and well contented with our excursion.

I have described with tolerable minuteness two of the Tiasa
hot fountains; there are three hundred such, according to
Aboo-'Eysa's version, in the province. I would not warrant the
numerical precision of this statement; but I can vouch for the
great frequency of these sources, having met with more than a
dozen within a very limited space; one in particular, at about
three miles' ride eastward of Hofhoof, proved even more abun-
dant in its supply than Omm-Sabaa' herself though of a more
supportable temperature.

Before we leave Ilasa I must add a few remarks to complete
the sketch given of the province and of its inhabitants; want of
a suitable opportunity for inserting them before, has thrown
them together at this point of rny narrative.

My fair readers will be pleased to learn that the veil and
other restraints inflicted on the gentle sex by Islamitic rigorism,
not to say worse, are much less universal and more easily dis-
pensed with in Hasa; while in addition the ladies of the land
enjoy a remarkable share of those natural gifts which no insti-
tutions, and even no cosmetics, can confer; namely, beauty of
face and elegance of form. Might I venture on the delicate
and somewhat invidious task of constructing a ^Beauty-scale"